
CONGRATULATIONS...
  You are now the proud owner of the finest Brownells Phillips Head, Fixed-Blade 
Screwdrivers™ ever designed. They are made to extremely close tolerances and 
include special Anti-Cam Out “teeth” on the blades to minimize the common Phillips 
problem of “slot-reaming”. They’re made from the finest custom modified, S-2 steel, 
designed for screwdriver blades, double-tempered for uniformity and every aspect of 
their manufacture is carefully controlled. That’s why we quarantee them 100%!
  We like to think of them as the Cadillacs or Rolls Royces of screwdrivers. Just as 
you wouldn’t drive one of those fine vehicles across plowed fields, these screwdrivers 
shouldn’t be used as punches, alignment pins or pry bars.
  The instructions that follow will walk you through the use of these Brownells Phil-
lips Head , Fixed-Blade Screwdrivers along with some screwdriving KINKS® that you 
may not have come across before. There are 3 different size Phillip slots and we have 
a screwdriver to fit each properly. However, the handles are all the same size. That’s 
great for control, but they are big enough to allow you to put a tremendous amount of 
torque on the screw. Just by the nature of its design, a Phillips screw head will always 
try to force the screwdriver to cam or twist up and out of the slot during removal. Even 
though the Anti-Cam Out serrations are a tremendous improvement, a rusted, frozen 
or a screw installed with a thread-locking compound can still cause the blade to cam 
out of the slot. If it does, the hardened blades of the driver will act just like a reamer 
and a ruined slot is the result. Cam out and ruined slots can be avoided by following 
a few simple steps.
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Proper Screwdriver Fit
  The single biggest cause of “reamed out” Phillips slots is improper screwdriver fit. 
There are three different, distinctly shaped Phillips slots in screws: #1, #2 and #3. The 
#1 is used in the smallest screws, while the #2 and #3 are used in large screws, like 
those used on buttplates and recoil pads. Avoid the temptation to use the slim, sharply 
pointed #1 Phillips screwdriver for everything. It will almost spin, barely touching the 
sides, in a #3 slot, and will cam out of a #2 slot very, very easily. Take the time to match 
the size and shape of the screwdriver to the slot. There is no compromise for proper 
fit, especially on frozen, rusted or screws treated with a thread-locking compound.

Developing a “Feel” For Using A Screwdriver
  Hold your screwdriver directly in line with the axis of the screw, not canted or 
slanted off to one side. Push the screwdriver firmly into the slot and keep pressure on 
it until the screw is out.
  Turn the screwdriver smoothly and evenly. A sharp twist or snap can damage the 
slot, and still not break the screw loose. Worse yet, the screwdriver can jump out of 
the slot and scratch the gun or workpiece.

How To Loosen A Tight Screw
  Removing a tight, stuck or screw treated with a thread-locking compound can cause 
a great deal of difficulty. Done wrong, the screw, screwdriver or, even worse, the gun 
can be damaged. If the screw won’t break loose normally, try the following KINKS®.
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  Place the correct screwdriver in the slot, line it up with the screw’s axis and give 
the handle a few taps with a hammer (no heavier than an 8-oz.). This will often break 
the surface tension between the screw and the part and let the screw unthread nor-
mally.
 If this doesn’t work, apply Brownells Penetrating Oil or another good quality pen-
etrating oil around the screw head and to the threads, if possible. If the problem is 
rust or crud around the head, penetrating oil can often soak through it and loosen 
things up. If the threads are rusted, you must make sure the oil actually contacts the 
threads. On many screws the threads are at the end of a long shank and far from the 
head. It can be almost impossible to get the penetrating oil to them. Penetrating oil 
will not work on any of the commonly available thread-locking compounds. You must 
heat the screw until the compound releases.
  A third trick is to use freeze spray. Squirt the screw head with Super Freeze Instant 
Chiller or a similar product. Keep the spray on the screw, not the surrounding metal. 
The spray is extremely cold and will cause the screw to contract. Position the screw-
driver correctly in the slot, give the handle a light tap with a hammer and turn the 
screw out.
  For all but the absolutely worst stuck screws, a 1⁄4" box end, open end or small 
adjustable wrench on the hex section of the shank can provide plenty of much-needed 
extra torque. BE CAREFUL! It is very easy to tilt the screwdriver to one side or to relax 
the pressure keeping the screwdriver in the slot when turning the wrench.
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  Since heat is a last resort due to the damage it can do to parts and finishes near the 
screw, our preferred method for really tight, rusted screws uses the correct MAGNA-
TIP® Bit mounted in the drill press chuck. Secure the gun or workpiece in a machinist’s 
vise with the stuck screw directly below the chuck. Install the MAGNA-TIP Bit in the 
chuck and lower it so it seats firmly in the screw slot. Lock the quill in place and turn 
the chuck by hand. Because the quill is locked, the MAGNA-TIP Bit simply cannot cam 
out of the slot! The screw will either turn or its head will break off, or the tip of the 
MAGNA-TIP Bit will break! Once the screw has “broken loose”, finish removing it with 
your Brownells Phillips Head, Fixed-Blade Screwdriver.

How To Properly Tighten A Screw
  Most of the time, tremendous pressure is not when seating a screw in a firearm. 
Make sure the screwdriver fits the slot correctly and then tighten it gradually and firmly. 
DO NOT try to jerk or “snap” the screw into place.
  Once the screw has been seated with normal pressure, you can give it extra tight-
ness. Keep the screwdriver seated in the slot and lightly tap the end of the screwdriver 
handle with a small hammer. This will often allow you to tighten the screw another 1⁄8 
to 1⁄4 turn.
  If you have any questions or need any assistance with your Brownells Phillips Head, 
Fixed-Blade Screwdriver, please contact our Technical Support Staff at 641-623-5401; or 
by letter to: Brownells, Inc., 200 South Front, Montezuma, IA 50171. We want to serve 
you in any way we can.
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World’s Largest Supplier of Firearms Accessories and Gunsmithing Tools.™

200 S. Front St.  Montezuma, IA 50171
800-741-0015 ● brownells.com


