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  The factory instruction sheet provided with this trigger uses an awk-
ward translation of the original Austrian instructions into English. These 
notes are to supplement the translation by providing a further translation 
into idiomatic English. In addition, Ruger’s factory part nomenclature 
is used in these notes. References to pictures are those in the original 
“Installing Manual”.

HOW TO USE
  Operation of the Kepplinger Single-Set Trigger: After installation, famil-
iarize yourself with this unit with the rifle unloaded before heading to the 
range or field. To set the Trigger: With the Action cocked and the Safety off, 
push forward on the rear face of the Trigger until you feel it “catch”. A very 
light pull on the Trigger will cause the Fingerpiece to “jump” to the rear, al-
lowing the Trigger’s sear to move out of engagement with the cocking piece. 
Should the Trigger be set and you decide not to shoot, either put the rifle’s 
Safety on, or open the Bolt. Either action will, when the Trigger is properly 
fitted and adjusted, cause the Trigger to release from the “set” position, and 
return to the standard, heavy pull stage.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR M-98 MAUSER
SAFETY NOTE: Any rifle which has a Kepplinger Single-Set Trigger in-
stalled must have a safety. If the standard Single-Set Trigger is to be in-
stalled, you MUST use a bolt shroud-type safety. If you have a commercial 
Mauser with no safety on the bolt shroud, a military bolt shroud or commeri-
cial shroud with provisions for a safety must be fitted. If you are installing 
the Kepplinger Single-Set Trigger with Safety, and desire to have the bolt 
locked when the safety is on, the action must be milled per the attached 
drawing and the bolt cut so the safety lever will engage it.

Picture 1:  Unload the rifle and remove Bolt. Remove the two Guard Screws, 
and remove the barreled action from the stock.

Picture 2:  Drift out the Sear Pin or Trigger Housing Pin, and remove original 
Trigger unit.

Picture 3:  Install the Kepplinger Set Trigger using the original Sear Pin. 
Note: Due to possible differences in Sear Pin diameters you may 
have to either make a new Sear Pin to fit the Single-Set Trigger 
Housing or enlarge the hole in the Single-Set Trigger Housing 
to fit the original Sear Pin. Degrease the Hex-head Screw and 
reinstall using Loctite™, ensuring that the Trigger Housing is 
tight against the receiver at the rear. Note: Due to manufacturing 
variations, you may have to enlarge the Sear Slot in the Receiver 
slightly to ensure free movement of the Sear. The Sear should be 
centered in the slot.

WARNING
  Never attempt to disassemble or reassemble a firearm unless you are 
absolutely certain that it is empty and unloaded. Visually inspect the 
chamber, the magazine and firing mechanism to be absolutely certain 
that no ammunition remains in the firearm. Disassembly and reas-
sembly should follow the manufacturer’s instructions. If such instruc-
tions are not immediately available, contact the manufacturer to see 
if they are available. If they are not available at all, then you should 
consult other reference sources such as reference books or persons with 
sufficient knowledge. If such alternative sources are not available and 
you have a need to disassemble or reassemble the firearm, you should 
proceed basing your procedures on common sense and experience with 
similarly constructed firearms.
  With regard to the use of these tools, the advice of Brownells Incor-
porated is general. If there is any question as to a specific application 
it would be best to seek out specific advice from other sources and not 
solely rely on the general advice and warnings given.
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Picture 4:  Install Bolt and check Safety function by cocking the Single-Set 
Trigger, then turning the Safety to the ON SAFE position. The 
Trigger should move to the unset position when the Safety starts 
to cam back the Cocking Piece. Again, set the Trigger with the Ac-
tion cocked. When the Bolt is opened with the Trigger set, the Trig-
ger should go to the upset position. Cycle the Bolt rapidly several 
times...the Cocking Piece should catch on the Sear every time.

Picture 5:  The screw behind the Trigger is the Adjustment Screw. Turning 
it clockwise gives a lighter pull; counter-clockwise gives a heavier 
pull. If the range of adjustment is not enough...if you cannot get 
the trigger to set, or if the pull is very heavy when set...you can 
turn the Distance Block with a small, open-end or adjustable-jaw  
wrench to change the range of adjustment. A very small degree 
of change on the Distance Block will make a major change in pull 
weight. When viewed from the left side of the action, turning the 
block clockwise gives a harder range of pull adjustment; turn-
ing it counter-clockwise gives a lighter range of pull adjustment. 
SAFETY NOTE: Do not adjust the Set Trigger to light. It is correct 
if, when the Bolt is opened with the Trigger set, the set Trigger 
is uncocked, but the Sear catches and keeps the Cocking piece/
Striker assembly from falling.

Picture 6:  Inlet the Stock to clear the new Single-Set Trigger assembly, mak-
ing sure the unit does not touch any part of the Stock and that the 
Trigger Fingerpiece is free to move.

Picture 7:  Mill or file the Trigger Slot in the Triggerguard to about 8mm (5⁄16") 
wide, and check the Trigger for free movement inside the Guard. 
Use a good grade of cold blue, such as Oxpho-Blue™ or Dicropan 
T-4™, to touch up the enlarged Trigger Slot.
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Picture 8:  Reassemble the rifle and perform the following function test:
1. Does the Safety cam the Cocking Piece rearward, off the Sear?
2.  When the Bolt is cycled rapidly, does the Sear catch the Cock-

ing Piece?
3.  Does the Set Trigger stay “set” when pushed forward, and does it 

properly release the Cocking Piece when it is pulled?
4.  Does the Set Trigger uncock from the set position when the 

Safety is engaged to the ON SAFE position?
5.  Does the Set Trigger uncock from the set position when the Bolt 

Handle is raised and the Action is opened, without allowing the 
Cocking Piece/Striker to fail.

  The Kepplinger Single-Set Trigger with Safety will allow commercial 
“slick” bolt shrouds to be used with a set trigger. The action must be machined 
per the enclosed drawing if the bolt lock extension on the safety plate is to 
be used. In addition, the bolt must have a slot filed or milled into it to accept 
the tip of safety plate extension.
  The drawing shows a slot for the safety plate extension of 2.2mm width, 
2.5mm (.0985") from the centerline of the action, cut on a radius of 31.5mm. 
This translates out to a slitting saw cut of about 21⁄2" diameter x .087" thick-
ness. No instructions are given by Kepplinger for setting up the action for 
this operation.
  If a vertical mill is used, the receiver should be clamped right side up in a 
milling vise or on an angle plate, with proper clearance allowed for the saw.  

Be sure to support the tang of the action to prevent vibration. A correspond-
ing cut must be made in the bolt handle root to accept the tip of the safety 
plate extension and prevent the bolt from opening when the safety is on. 
We recommend using a transfer color on the top of the safety plate exten-
sion to mark the cutting location on the bolt handle root. Remove just the 
minimum amount of steel to allow the safety to go fully “on safe” and lock 
the bolt closed.
  The stock must be inlet for the standard trigger and the triggerguard 
opened to accept the trigger fingerpiece. See Pictures 6 and 7 in the Kep-
plinger factory instructions. For the model with safety, the stock to the right 
of the tang must; be inletted for the vertical portion of the safety plate and 
the tension spring and screw. In addition, the top of the stock at the safety 
thumbpiece must be inletted. The thumbpieces may be bent slightly to more 
closely match the curvature of the stock, if allowance is made for this in the 
inletting.
  Reassemble the firearm according to the manufacturer’s instructions. 
Check for proper functioning using ACTION PROVING DUMMIES. Make 
sure ALL SAFETY MECHANISMS are fully functional as designed and 
approved by the manufacturer. If these tests prove satisfactory, test-fire 
the firearm with live ammunition in a SAFE and APPROPRIATE manner. 
IMPORTANT! Start the live ammunition tests by first loading an ACTION 
PROVING DUMMY, then a live round, into the magazine. Only after sev-
eral tests have been conducted in this manner should additional rounds be 
placed in the magazine and fired.
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