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  Rottenstone is an extremely fine, natural, abrasive powder that has been 
used by gunsmiths for generations to smooth minor imperfections in fully 
cured gunstocks. It can be used in its natural, dry state or combined with 
Linseed Oil to produce an abrasive paste which is applied to the stock with 
a soft or medium Felt Pad. Rubbing a finished gunstock with Rottenstone 
produces the final, soft luster of a London Oil Finish.
  Caution: Rottenstone is an eye and lung irritant: Wear appropriate eye 
protection and dust mask.

HOW TO USE
  Rottenstone can be used to rub out both natural oil and synthetic oil stock 
finishes that are FULLY CURED. A new stock finish (especially a natural oil 
finish) that is dry to the touch can still be soft below the surface. If you at-
tempt to rub out an incompletely-cured finish, you will cut through the hard, 
outer shell of the finish, and the soft finish below will ball up or grab the 
felt rubbing pad. Make certain all stock finishes are FULLY CURED before 
applying Rottenstone.
  Pour the Rottenstone powder into an old or discarded salt or pepper shak-
er that has been appropriately labeled. This will make it easy to apply the  
Rottenstone to the dampened felt pad. Dampen one end of a felt pad with 
linseed oil and shake a small amount of  Rottenstone onto the dampened 
area of the pad. You can adjust the amount of cut you want by adding more 
linseed oil. The more oil you add to the pad the less aggressive the  Rot-
tenstone will cut. Rub the stock finish with the felt pad. Use light pressure 
and rub only with the grain. Do not attempt to rub out checkered areas. If 
the checkered area has a “ribbon” of uncheckered wood running through the 
pattern use a cotton swab dampened with linseed oil and lightly dipped in 
Rottenstone. Rub very lightly and gently. Try not to embed the  Rottenstone 
in the checkering.
  When the entire stock has been rubbed out, the stock finish should be 
smooth to the touch and have a soft, dull glow. To clean the stock after rub-
bing out, dampen a clean, lint free cloth with linseed oil and rub gently with 
the grain until all the trace of Rottenstone is absorbed into the cloth and 
the stock feels smooth. Clean any excess oil from the checkering with a soft, 
clean toothbrush. When the stock  is smooth to the touch and no Rottenstone 
remains on the surface, wipe the stock down with a soft, clean, dry cloth. Set 
the stock aside and allow to dry for a minimum of two days before handling. 
Dispose of all oil-soaked rags properly to avoid fire danger.

WARNING
  Never attempt to disassemble or reassemble a firearm unless you are 
absolutely certain that it is empty and unloaded. Visually inspect the 
chamber, the magazine and firing mechanism to be absolutely certain 
that no ammunition remains in the firearm. Disassembly and reas-
sembly should follow the manufacturer’s instructions. If such instruc-
tions are not immediately available, contact the manufacturer to see 
if they are available. If they are not available at all, then you should 
consult other reference sources such as reference books or persons with 
sufficient knowledge. If such alternative sources are not available and 
you have a need to disassemble or reassemble the firearm, you should 
proceed basing your procedures on common sense and experience with 
similarly constructed firearms.
  With regard to the use of these tools, the advice of Brownells Incor-
porated is general. If there is any question as to a specific application 
it would be best to seek out specific advice from other sources and not 
solely rely on the general advice and warnings given.
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